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CHURCH: East German Protestants Urge 
‘Peace Service’ as an Alternative to Draft 


Ky HARRY TRIMDORN. 

Tim?* Staff Writer 

130NN — I’he East German 
Protestant church, apparently em¬ 
boldened by church-supported 
peace movements in the West has 
taken up a cull by disaffected youth 
for n "social peace service" as *an al¬ 
ternative to East Germany's milita¬ 
ry draft. 

The number cf East Germans 
seeking alternative service has 
climbed to more than 4,500, accord¬ 
ing to a report from West Berlin. 

1 he peace service, or frietlrndiens! 
would permit men 18 to 25 to en¬ 
gage in social work among children, 
the elderly, the handicapped and 
others In need of personal assis¬ 
tance as an alternative to military 
duty. One proposal calls for 24 
months of such service, six months 
more than required for army ser¬ 
vice, but equal to the lime require! 

for navy or air force duty. 

I.ikr ail other Communist states, 
hast Germany rejects the concent c* 
conPcionMmr n^’i n to military I 

service, but it does allow those opposed to bearing arms 
to servo in quasi-military construction units. 

ihe government has rejected non-military alterna¬ 
tive service on grounds that it would be contrary to the 
government s "fundamental conviction" that military 
strength is the greatest safeguard to peace. 

Klaus Gy si. East German state secretary for church 
affairs, called the church's proposal a violation of the 
country s commitment to the Soviet kd Warsaw P.,rt 
ulii ; ...ce. He claimed it implies that rc>;. :onsc r.pl.uu 
{“ . anti-social, a view rejected by the Communist Par- 

t,m * government views the proposal with alarm he 
cause it calls for official recognition of a general right to 
refuse any form of military service. 

However, according to reports from East Berlin Gysl 
left the door open by stating that all matters In church- 
blni* relations are open to discussions 

Surh (list ussions could no doubt bo tense, duo to the 
uneasy relations between what churchmen call "the 
throne and the altar." 

Under a 1971 agreement, the dominant Evangelical 
Y rolrslan t) Church and the state have an accommoda¬ 
tion under which the church avoids any political opp' si- 
tionor anti-Communist activity in return for considera¬ 
ble internal autonomy and freedom to pursue humanita¬ 
rian activities. 

Catholic* Reject Deal 

The agreement affects only the Protestant church, by 
far the largest in East Germany with about 8 million 
members or 80% of all believers among the country's 17 
ini hon inhabitants. The ' I 2-million member Roman 
Catholic Church has rejected any accommodation with 
the government on grounds that Christianity Is incom¬ 
patible with the atheistic doctrines of the Communist 
state. As a result, it is subjected to considerable harass¬ 
ment but allowed to opeiate under the ostensible con¬ 
stitutional guarantees of freedom of religion. 

1 he Protestant church's position was spelled out at 
the lime by Bishop Albert S< hoenherr. then chairman of 
Um Evangelical Church Feduatum, "We don’t want to 
be a church against socialism, nor a church alongside 
so* lultstn. but a church in socialism” 

Ihe call for alternative peace service has strained 
church-state relations in East Germany at a time of 
growing international tension 
Thr taue represents a tr, challenge" 

, , Germany s Cornninirin leaders. 1 ,bendy krilly 
fc r.ikcn try the liberalization mov, niriri tn neighboring 
J olund »n<l the general c|. ■ lin. in (...»■ West relations. 


Older churchmen have been leery 
oj social protest hyyounp people. 


said Ronald D. Asinu*. a Radio Free Europe analyst in 
Munich. It is seen as part of an apparent growing res- 
Uveness in the East German church 8 

East German pastors have been using the pulpit and 
c urch declarations to voice concern over Eastern as 
wel as Western arms policies and what they feel is the 
militarization of East German youth, especially through 
paramilitary training courses for school children 8 
Dresden church leaders, in on "address to the n» 
nshes last August, deplored whnt they railed "the 
ever-Inereasmg weight of militarism in ou? society " 
Last Germany, according to the Stockholm Interna 
tiondl Peace Research Institute, increased its military 
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THE CHURCH AND THE NEW 
WORLD MIND 

The Drake Conference Lectures—History was made at the Drake 
Conference—the eight outstanding speakers, facing frankly the 
difficulties of a new world order, have gone far in convincing 
Christians that they may influence the nation toward a perma¬ 
nent peace. 

“There has never been a more able group of speakers called to 
one platform in our nation.”— Kentucky Christian. 

“The Drake Conference was epoch-making; the study of the 
Lectures will undoubtedly prove equally significant 
and challenging.”— Robert M. Hopkins , Missions Ex - 
$2.00 ecutive. 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR THE 
CHURCH YEAR 

P. Henry Lotz and Grace Chapin Auten 

A new book of church school programs! Fifty-three worship 
services for the use of youth in the church school, societies for 
young people, summer conferences, or wherever Christian youth 
gather. Prepared in Dr. Lotz’ inimitable way, with Meditations 
by Grace C. Auten, dedicated to youth and the leaders 
on °* y° uth ' v ^° are striving to achieve vital experiences 
$ 2.00 of God through Christian worship. Just off the press. 


BETHANY BIBLE QUIZ 
Glenn McRae 

Here is a brand new quiz book—a collection of unusually good 
quizzes presented in modern style. The author has embodied in 
this Bible Quiz information of a useful and practical nature. 

It is compact, easy to pick up for individual reading, useful for 
group entertainment and church school class information. 

Glenn McRae is Editor-in-chief of church school literature at 
The Christian Board of Publication, Chairman of Graded 
n Lesson Series, International Council, author and Bible 
60C scholar. 


CONCERNS OF A WORLD CHURCH 

George W. Buckner, Jr. 

This is a “must” book for those interested in the ecumenical 
church, as every thoughtful person is nowadays. Among many 
books written on this subject, “Dr. Buckner’s awareness of con¬ 
temporary conditions and of the special demands which they 
make upon the church is everywhere apparent—he is thinking of 
a ‘world church.’ This is a good book for study.”— The Christian 
Century. 

“This is a readable volume for anyone wishing to 
ne S et a bird’s-eye view of the trend toward Christian 
$■•25 unity.”— The S. S. Informer. 


A MAN STOOD UP TO PREACH 
Edgar DeWitt Jones 

This famous book, taking its title from the memorial sermon to 
Dr. Merton S. Rice, is rich with the simple eloquence that char¬ 
acterizes the sermons of Dr. Jones. 

“The author has included in this volume some of the most dy¬ 
namic sermons of any year. Inspiring, provocative reading.”— 
Daniel A. Poling. 

nn “I l>ke the compactness of these sermons.”— JVm. L. 
$2.00 Stidger, Boston U. School of Theology. 


■- - 

have called on their incumbents and paro¬ 
chial church councils to make plans for the 
l return of the forces. Dr. Chavasse, bishop 
of Rochester, gives five suggestions in which 
j wartime experiences both on the home- 
£ front and in the field can be used. There 
J might be for example street or district 
1 wardens to give notice to the. incumbent 
and to the reception committee of men 
and women who are returning to their 
\ homes. Army chaplains should keep in 
close touch with parish priests. Since many 
; soldiers have found new reality in the 
services provided for them in the field, the 
i reception committees should consider how 
[services at home can be made more vital 
and hold the men when they return. Per- 
, haps the most important suggestion is that 

■ use must be made of “Padre’s Hour,” in 
? which each week the men of a unit meet 

the chaplain and religious questions are 
asked and discussed. This method has 
* proved so valuable that it must not be 
allowed to fall into disuse. There should 

■ also be councils of help and advice in 
which the cooperation of doctors, lawyers 

| and men and women of affairs and experi- 
\ ence can enable a parish priest to deal with 
;*what must be “for a time a chaotic situa- 
! tion.” 

P* * * * 

A Ship of Peace 
Sails the Pacific 

It was ioo years ago yesterday (March 
20) since the first John Williams, a vessel 
given by children to the London Mission- 
j ary Society, was launched at Harwich. It 
was wrecked on Danger Island in 1864. 
But there has been a line of ships bearing 
the name of John Williams. To this hour 
there is one doing a restricted but necessary 
work among the Pacific islands. It was to 
It link together the missions of the L.M.S. in 
these islands that the ship was built when 
Williams himself went to the South Seas. 
(l It was a happy suggestion of someone that 
,, the children of the churches should build 
the ship. To this day they collect for the 
same purpose; I remember doing this in 
my childhood. Indeed the ship has had a 
place in the heart of generations of friends 
of s the L.M.S., and it has always kept alive 
in us the romance of the missionary service 
among those islands which were once known 
only to us, as we supposed, and now are 
everyone’s concern. 

Edward Shillito. 


* ■ Archbishop of York 
Defends Bombing 

In his first intervie w given since his 
T/ arrival in this country, Cyril Forster 

I ' Garbett, archbishop of York, declared that 
l most of the English clerg y believed bomb- 
ing of German cities shouId be continue d 
|if it would hasten the war's end. He told 
fof plans to rebuild all England’s historic 
‘churches. Others, he said, will be rebuilt 
^ only if postwar community rebuilding jus- 
tifies their reconstruction. He declared that 
t there is a revival of religions going on in 
Russia, in which country he spent ten days 
last fall, and de fended the British policy .o n 
Palestine a s the only onepossible now T The 
interview was given in the Waldorf Astoria 
hotel, New York city, on Good Friday. The 
went to Washington from New 
later will visit Chicago. During 
interview he wore the gaiters and apron 
are associated with his office. 
















































